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Content 
In this edition of the MMM we would like to inform you 
about the motivation of cows to come to the milking 
robot and the importance of a proper treatment plan. 
Furthermore, you will be pleased to read about our 
special offer for a 4 days’ training in week 8 (18 to 22 
February, 2008). 
 
Motivation of cows  
The supply of concentrates in the robot is the main 
motivation for cow to visit the robot. The amount of 
concentrate fed in the robot must be at least 2 kg/day. 
This is enough to encourage the cows to come to the 
robot at the end of their lactation. High yielding cows 
should receive up to 8 kg of concentrates per day. Only 
one feed type may be supplied, but we see more and 
more farmers supplying two feed types through the 
robot to make a special high energy feed type available 
to fresh cows. The duration of the period with a 
negative energy balance should be kept as short as 
possible. The increase of energy intake decreases the 
mobilisation of body fat; the period with a negative 
energy balance will be shorter.   
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Treatment plan  
Within animal welfare we know the so-called “Five 
Freedoms”. A cow should be free 
1. from hunger and thirst (Free cow traffic) 
2. from discomfort (Good cow comfort) 
3. from pain or disease (Proper treatment) 
4. to show natural behaviour (Free cow traffic) 
5. from fear and distress (Proper handling of cows). 

To ensure that cows are free from pain and disease, the 
farmer should start the right treatment soonest after 
diagnosing a disease. Curative and preventive plans for 
several diseases can be made in T4C. With the aid of a 
curative plan, it is very easy for the farmer to define the 
treatment protocol and start a treatment.  

 
To keep the protocol correct: update the different plans 
with the veterinarian every 6 months.  
 
4 days’ training 
Farm Management Support offers you the opportunity 
to participate in a 4 days’ training on modern robot dairy 
farm management in calendar week 8 (18 to 22 
February, 2008). From Monday afternoon till Friday 
morning an attractive program will be in place, featuring 
several experts from Lely and guest speakers combined 
with trainings at robot farms. Overall aim: training of 
advisors to improve their competence in assisting dairy 
farmers with a robotic milking system. 
· Monday: arrival and introduction starting at 13.00 

hrs 
· Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday: full day 

training 
· Friday: final discussions. Finish at 12.00 hrs 
All major themes of robot management will be covered: 
cow traffic, barn lay-out, feeding, settings in the T4C 
management programme and practical guidelines for 
further improvements on the farm. Relevant informative 
cards and checklists will be provided during the training. 
The location for this training will be Harich (Friesland, 
North of the Netherlands). Hotel arrangements, lunch 
and diner are all included as well as transportation to 
and from Amsterdam airport, if needed. The training will 
be held in the English language, but provided there are 
sufficient participants, Dutch or German language 
services will be provided. We can offer you this 
complete training including hotel and meals at a price of 
995,- euro only. If you want to participate in this training, 
please send an email to FMS@lely.com  
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Farm Management Support is a division of Lely 
Industries. Information from this magazine may 
only be used with the permission of FMS with 
notification to FMS at Lely Industries N.V. 
For more information, please contact the FMS 
staff: 
�� Age Hempenius; Ahempenius@lely.com 
�� Cees Jan Hollander; CJHollander@lely.com 
�� Jan Dirk van Mourik; JdvanMourik@lely.com 
 


