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This issue contains information about the Qwes-HR
identification system as well as some thoughts about
creating a “comfort area” for cows that need special
attention.

Qwes-HR

Lely Qwes-HR is an infrared-based identification system that
measures the cow's ruminating activity. Essential
information is derived from the number of minutes a cow
spends on ruminating her feed. Furthermore, it monitors
heat control as well as functioning as a cow identification
system. The Qwes-HR tag is attached to the upper part of
the cow's neck. A counter-weight prevents undue

movements of the tag.
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Due to the Lely T4C management system, the information
gathered with the Qwes-HR can be viewed at herd level,
group level and cow level. At herd level or group level it
provides information about the ration (see fig 1). If the ration
was changed and if this has led to a clear and noticeable
effect on rumination, then the following conclusions can be
drawn.

Rumination activity too high : milk production falls.

Cows needed to ruminate too much on their feed. A
faster fermentable energy source should be fed.
Rumination activity too low : this will lead to more work
to guide cows to the robot and a decrease in milk
production. Feed more effective fibre or lower the
amount of fast fermentable energy source.
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Figure 1: Rumination data at herd level.
At cow level, it is interesting to monitor a lack of rumination
activity. A quick change of an individual cow towards a low

rumination activity is likely to be caused by a drop of
total feed intake. However, if the rumination activity
values are on the increase, this fact can used to
determine if a cow is recovering from an illness or if
perhaps she was having a silent heat.

“Comfort area”

Along with the lay-out of a new barn, before the
installation of a Lely Astronaut milking robot, the
creation of a high comfort separation area is an option.
This separation area is meant exclusively for cows that
have just calved. These cows are recovering and they
need special attention as well as a high degree of
comfort. Such an area, situated just behind the robot,
makes segregation of these cows quite easy. They are
still in contact with the herd so they do not feel isolated.
These cows need sufficient room to lie down and
should have access to fresh roughage and drinking
water at all times. An additional advantage of automatic
segregating of these fresh-calved cows in the comfort
area is that a special attention group can be monitored
in a very surveyable manner. It is recommended to
provide this comfort area with a self-locking feed fence
(see figure 2) for easy treatment as and when needed.
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Figure 2: 3-row barn with “comfort area” (SEP)

Robot Management Training

The training on Modern Robot Dairy Farm Management
in calendar week 8 was a big success. More than 30
advisors from 14 different countries participated in the
event. This week was literally crammed with the theory
and practice of robot management in the broadest
sense of the word. All participants passed for the test at
the end of the training; this “exam” corroborates the fact
they have gathered the latest information and know how
to use it in practice.

Farm Management Support is a division of Lely
Industries. Information from this magazine may
only be used with the permission of FMS, with
notification to FMS, Lely Industries N.V.
For more information, please contact the FMS
staff:
Age Hempenius; Ahempenius@lely.com
Cees Jan Hollander; CJHollander@lely.com
Jan Dirk van Mourik; JdvanMourik@lely.com

No rights can be derived from the contents of this document



Rumination activity of the group “Heifers”

Rumination activity of an individual cow over the last 10 days.
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Rumination data of a cow in heat every 21 days.

Attention settings for rumination activity.
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