
Bright farming is yours by choice.

Visit the live demonstration featuring the Lely Astronaut A5 automatic milking system and working 
barn products designed to provide greater labour flexibility and increased milk yield, along 
improved cow health and reproduction. You will also be able to meet some of our Lely customers who 
will be explaining first-hand the benefits of robot milking.

Lely Center Longtown
Come and see our  
Live Milking Event at the 
Great Yorkshire Show

Stand 243

TICKETS 
ON SALE
NOW
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We want to help you maximise milk production, 
reproduction and overall profitability from your 
investment in the most efficient way possible. We 
will establish your goals and also work closely with 
industry experts to ensure a smooth transition along 
with your nutritionist to tailor the feeding strategy. 

Last but by no means least, we’ll spend time with 
you to make sure you are confident understanding 

how to use Lely’s Horizon software management 
programme and optimise the benefits from this 
invaluable management tool.

Please call in and meet the Lely Center Longtown 
team. We are committed to partnering with you 
to make a successful transition from parlour to 
automation in this three-phase process.

GREAT YORKSHIRE SHOW

12 - 15 July

8.00am to 6.00pm

Tickets now available to purchase online

David Henderson Mark Armstrong Sharon Sloan Jon Foster Andrew Simpson

Rob Cockroft Susanna Nicholson Richard Oldfield Kevin Stringfellow

12-15 July

Making a dairy operation sustainable takes more than just installing robots. Our priority is to make 
sure you fully understand the process and goals of robotic milking, before start up, during the first 
seven days through to the long-term outlook. 

www.greatyorkshireshow.co.uk/ticket-information   

or call 01423 541222  

Location:  stand 243 Lely milking barn, next to cattle lines

Meet the team
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Back home at Beechgrove Farm, Leeds, the 
Goodalls manage a 280-cow commercial 
Holstein Friesian herd on their 400-acre 
grassland unit. “Since swapping a herringbone 
parlour at the end of its lifespan in 2016 for 
five Lely milking robots, we have achieved 
significant improvements to herd performance 
including a 30% increase in yield and enhanced 
health and welfare, coupled with reduced 
labour costs,” Edward explains. 

“Another major benefit is the unbelievable 
amount of time saving. We used to start at 
4.00am and finish at 7.00pm, then juggle relief 
staff so people could have time off. Nowadays 
we work a 7.00am to 5.00pm day and at a push 
can manage with one person, but it is a full 
day. Admittedly, one person is on call 24 hours 
a day, but maintenance is key. If the robots are 
looked after and the feed is right, then the cows 
manage themselves.”

•  Come and see the calves: we will also
be showcasing the Lely Calm, the latest
computerised feeder offering milk little and
often to calves from Paul Hutchinson’s herd
based near Richmond, North Yorkshire.
The system not only helps to save time, but
also improves calf performance, health
and welfare.
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The live milking dem

•  We are global market leaders supplying 
innovative solutions which bring together
efficiency in milk production and feeding
backed by the Horizon management
system. We help farmers to sustainably
run their farms 24/7 and in turn enable
then to reduce their carbon footprint.

•  Lely Center Longtown has a team of
fully trained, certified service engineers
providing comprehensive 24/7 back up,
routine preventative maintenance and
emergency call outs.

Visit the show and you’ll be able to find out first hand more about robotic milking systems. 
The Goodall family - Edward, Victoria and their father, Jimmy will be loaning 40 cows from their 
herd to feature in the live milking demonstration which will showcase Lely’s Astronaut A5 robot.

•  If you like to challenge the status quo and set new horizons, then
you are going to need the most innovative tools and products to
grow your business and make your vision come true.

•  If you are attempting to find the right work life balance, then you’ll
need smart solutions that offer you the flexibility to make a profit
whist enjoying a balanced social and professional life.

•  If you want to predict your business’s success, then you’ll need
clear information, tailored services and reliable products with
proven results.

•  If you apply proven practices that you understand, and that enable
you to make small steps to secure the future for both yourself and
your family.

Why robots? Why Lely? 

ATL22006-Inserts_Longtown British Dairying insert_May 2022.indd   3ATL22006-Inserts_Longtown British Dairying insert_May 2022.indd   3 25-05-2022   09:1725-05-2022   09:17

LizSnaith
Carbon footprint: my wife, Helen works for Carbon Metrics; she has done some farm carbon audits and found carbon emissions have significantly fallen from 1.43kg/kg milk pre-robots, to 1.00kg/kg milk currently produced, a figure well below the national average of 1.23kg/kg milk.
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Breaking the 
tradition: 
from parlour 
to robots

“We operate a relatively high input, high output unit and 
in the last couple of years have stepped up our focus. We’ve 
replaced our outdated shed with 150 cubicles and parlour 
with a new greenfield site unit designed to provide optimum 
cow comfort.” 

Labour: we’ve reduced by over 30 hours a week. For three 
years Dad and myself were each doing 14-hour days on the 
old system. It was a challenge to find skilled labour, and 
we were aware it would become increasingly so. Now we’ve 
flexibility and it is having a positive impact on our mental 
health - we can now take days away leaving one person able 
to easily manage.

Time management: we’ve minimised the time spent on 
routine jobs - we’re no longer spending a huge amount of 
time each day looking at the back end of a cow. The robot 
provides real time data which is enabling me to monitor 
herd health and performance of each individual cow in a 
time-efficient way.

Increased yield: we’ve achieved a 25% lift and are also 
optimistic the herd can move from an average 2.8 to a 
targeted 3 to 3.5 lactations.

Improved health and welfare: apart from offering 
maximum comfort; the system provides a stress-free 
environment with the opportunity for cows to express their 
natural behaviour and make their own decisions - when 
to eat, drink, lie down and milk in a so called ‘free flow 
traffic system’. It’s helping to step up each cow’s resilience 
and immune system, improving her ability to fight various 
health issues.

Mastitis: antibiotic treatment has fallen from roughly two 
cases per month to now where we very rarely need to treat. 
SCC has gone from an average SCC190 to 130 - a trend we 
attribute to her improved resilience coupled with the fact 

“Swapping a 28-year-old, 20-point rotary parlour for three Lely Astronaut A5 automatic milking systems has totally changed 
our work life balance for the better and enhanced the herd’s potential,” says Tom Dent who manages the 200-cow Catterlen 
pedigree Holstein herd in partnership with his parents, Michael and Joanne on their 370-acre grassland unit near Penrith.

each quarter is being individually milked, the clusters 
are steam cleaned after every milking and the live data 
feedback enables early mastitis detection. 

Fertility: Calving Index has dipped from 410 to 380 
days. The cows are more relaxed, we’re observing 
stronger heats and the real-time data is helping us to 
immediately identify.

Carbon footprint: my wife, Helen works for Carbon 
Metrics; she has done some farm carbon audits and found 
carbon emissions have  fallen from 1.43kg/kg 
milk pre-robots, to 1.00kg/kg milk currently produced

Consistency: stockmanship has always been one of 
our priorities. The robots have eliminated any variable 
human factor from the milking routine. As long as the 
system’s settings and maintenance schedules are kept to 
manufacturer’s specifications, then the robot milks every 
individual cow, the same, every time.

Catterlen herd performance: pre-robot 
installation versus current 

Milking system
Herringbone  

2019/20 Robot 

Labour (hours/week) 98 63

Herd size (milking cows) 175 200

Daily yield (litres) 29 37

Yield (litres) 9,000 11,500 

Butterfat (%) 3.8 4.2

Protein (%) 3.3 3.3

SCC (cells/ml) 190 130

Bactoscan 40 18

Calving Index (days) 410 380  

Source: Catterlen/Lely
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Come and meet the farmer
“Technology is helping us to be more efficient to deal with the 

current volatile milk price,” says Nick Eccles. “We’ve witnessed 

a 45% yield increase together with significant improvements 

to fertility and reduced mastitis incidence since 2018 when 

we replaced a 25-year old herringbone parlour for three 

Lely Astronaut A5 milking robots installed in greenfield site 

accommodation designed to provide high cow welfare. 

“The investment has enabled 40% herd expansion without the 

need to employ more staff, whilst we’ve reduced concentrate 

fed by a third to 0.31kg/litre. We budgeted payback for the 

robots over five years,” explains Nick who farms with his 

parents, Anthony and Christine, and brother Christopher, near 
Preston, Lancashire.

“We’ve also a better quality of life. Dad and I used to spend 12 

hours a day in the parlour and completing all the jobs around 

milking. Nowadays I can manage everything myself in 2.5 

hours. I can knock off in time to have tea with the kids, and we 

can even have a family holiday.” 
Eccles herd performance   

Milking system
Herringbone 

2018
Robot 
2022

Herd size (milking cows) 130 180

Labour (hours/week) 84 17.5

Yield (litres) 7,500 11,000

Concentrate (kg/litre) 0.41 0.31

SCC (cells/ml) 150 50

Mastitis incidence (cases/
month) 4 1

Calving Index (days) 402 378

Conception to first service (%) 45 66

Source: Eccles/Lely

Find out first hand from farmers themselves how Lely robots have introduced a range of benefits to their farming businesses. 
Amongst them will be Nick Eccles and Mac Findlay. Check out our Facebook page for scheduled details in the run up to the Show.
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Yes, grazing can be combined with automatic milking, says 
Mac Findlay. In fact, the future of the family’s 120-cow dairy 
enterprise depended on their decision to invest in a robotic milking 
system with the continued ability to graze. 

“Dad and I had battled for years over swapping our herringbone 
parlour for robots. It came down to being a case of I’d stay on 
the farm if we were prepared to embrace technology. We finally 
did. We installed two A5 robotic milking systems in to existing 
accommodation in 2020 together with a Grazeway gate which 
provides the necessary control over when each individual cow 
is milked. We now say it’s the best thing that’s happened on 
this farm,” explains Mac who farms with his father, John near 
Penrith, Cumbria. 

The Findlays operate a simple AB system providing fresh grass  
every 12 hours over the six to seven month grazing season. It’s 
dependent on grass allocation in order to have good cow flow 
between pasture and robot. The cows are motivated back to the Lely 
robot for milking after they’ve grazed down their allocated area, 
aware they’ll be going back out to a similar area of fresh grass.”

Fact file
• 120 cow pure Normande herd
• 70 acre grazing platform, split into 3-acre paddocks
• 6,700 litres, 4.8% butterfat, 3.5% protein
• 48% total yield from forage
• 3 robot visits whilst housing
• 2.45 robot visits during grazing season

Robotic system benefits 
• + 12% yield; status quo solids
• - 23% mastitis incidence
• - 33% full time labour + weekend staff
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The Discovery  
90 SW automated 
slurry scraper

Swap tractor scraping for the fully automated 
battery driven manure robot programmed to keep 
your barn clean 24/7 and save labour, tractor 
depreciation and diesel. The built-in ultrasound 
sensor ensures that the Discovery 90 follows walls 
and fences at a pre-determined distance. Schedule 
routes and times to your own preferences from a 
phone app. 

Scraping out is a routine of the past with the Discovery 
120 Collector programmed to independently navigate its 
route using built in sensors. Instead of pushing the slurry 
forward, it uses a vacuum pump to suck it in to its tank 
which once almost full, drives to dump it either through 
slats or a dump station. The robot sprays water from 
the front making for better intake and from the rear, for 
better grip. Apart from cost savings - labour, tractor, 
scraper and diesel, the Collector provides the opportunity 
to improve the entire system - cow health, welfare and 
comfort and create a cleaner environment.

Improving cow health and 
hygiene in slatted barns 

Lely Discovery 
120 Collector
The revolutionary 
manure robot for 
solid floors
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Lely Juno

This standalone robot automatically moves along 
the feed fence following predefined routes while its 
rotating lower mechanism pushes the feed towards it. 
Increasing feed pushing frequency stimulates frequent 
feed consumption 24/7 resulting in higher DM intakes, 
and increased yield together with a positive effect on 
animal health, fertility, production and your financial 
results - you’ll no longer need a tractor to push feed, 
so you’ll save time, labour and diesel. Control the Juno 
with a phone app. 

Increasing feed intakes has 
never been easier
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Lely Vector

Step up your herd’s efficiency with the Vector which ensures 
frequent, precision feeding. You can define the exact 
ingredients to mix and feed out to different groups of animals, 
whilst the robot is programmed to measure feed height to 
determine when the ration needs to be supplemented so there 
is never too much or too little feed at the feed fence. In turn, 
the cows become more active and visit the milking robot more 
often resulting in increased yield.  For you, the Vector will 
make significant fixed cost savings - time spent daily mixing 
the ration and feeding out. You will no longer need a mixer 
wagon, the tractor will be freed up, you’ll save fuel and also 
reduce the unit’s carbon emissions. 

Automatic feeding 
is ready for you
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The Lely Astronaut A5
The latest milestone in milking
The Lely A5 is designed for longevity and reliability. Apart from 
more efficient use of time, the Lely A5 will help you to achieve 
improved cow health, welfare and reproduction together with 
increased milk yield.

The Lely A5 is built to achieve significant lower costs per litre 
of milk produced thanks to its state-of-the-art technology 
and unique hybrid robot arm which uses electric - from 
0.126kWh per milking per robot, and the power of air without 
any air consumption. The robot will also help you to reduce 
carbon emissions.

Lely’s unique contra-rotating brushes which clean both the teats 
and udder, together with the precise milking arm movements 
have been proven by research to guarantee up to 40% effective 
cleaning and stimulation compared to conventional systems.

Each teat is milked individual in a circular pulsation pattern 
which results in no over or under milking and better milk 
let down, yield and udder health. During milking, the Lely A5 
continuously monitors colour and conductivity per quarter, and 
cell count per cow to provide mastitis early warning. To prevent 
infection between cows, the cups are steam cleaned to 105oC 
between each milking. 

The robotic system provides optimal freedom of movement: free 
traffic flow enables the cows to decide for themselves when to 
eat, drink, relax or be milked. In turn a stress-free cow means 
more milk in the tank.

Lely milking robot’s popularity is reflected in over 300 units 
working within the Lely Center Longtown franchise, from A2s 
installed over 20 years ago to the latest A5s.
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Clitheroe 

Longtown 
Dumfries

Leeming Bar

Longtown Lely Center
Unit 3C Longtown Industrial Estate
CA6 5TJ, Longtown
01228 792735
info@lon.lelycenter.com
lely.com/gb/centers/longtown

Opening Hours
Monday – Friday 08.00 – 16:30
24/7 On-Call Service

Follow us on Social Media
@LelyCenterLongtown
@LelyCenterLongtown
@LelyCenterLongtown

Lely Center Longtown 

The Lely Center Longtown team
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